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Introduction

With the internet and downloadable resources, there are more Sunday school
curriculum choices than ever, so this booklet doesn’t cover every one that is out there.
Although there are short-term resources which are sometimes called curriculum, for the
most part we'll be looking at material which is available for two or more years for
various age levels.

Specific prices for curricula aren’t included as these can be complicated depending on
whether a church orders all the bells and whistles that accompany the basic resources.
In addition, some curriculum is priced according to church size.

Curricula are constantly changing, so please let me know of any updates to information
in this booklet that you're aware of. If you have any specific questions about
curriculum, I would be happy to try and answer them. Just e-mail me at
debbie@prcli.org.

Printed curriculum

For children to become disciples of Jesus, it takes more than
head-learning. Besides teaching children about the Bible and
being a Christian, you'll want your children and youth to
learn to pray and use other spiritual practices, worship with
the congregation, be involved in mission and service
projects, and practice faith at home with their families. Some
curricula may offer suggestions for incorporating these into
the faith life of your children or you may have to work on
these things yourself.

The term “curriculum” can be used in a broad sense to include everything involved in
the learning process, but when the term is used it’s usually referring to printed
curriculum which includes such things as teacher and student books as well as other
items such as posters, DVDs, music CDs, and take-home sheets. Printed materials may
also be offered online for download.

Almost every Sunday school publisher offers downloadable samples or video clips of
its curricula so you can get a good idea of how they work. Be sure to look at the content
of the curriculum and don’t get distracted by colorful artwork. Try to actually use a
sample lesson of the curriculum you're considering or at least go through it and
imagine using it with your class. Ask yourself if it would work in your church. For
instance, a curriculum may have a lot of fun activities but if they require breaking kids
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into teams of 4 and you only have 3-5 students in your class then those activities won’t
work for you. Also, ask yourself what the children are actually learning from the lesson,
not just how much fun the activities are. Finally, does it emphasize the things that are
important in your church, such as loving and helping others or sharing the gospel?

Why purchase a curriculum?

Nowadays, many churches have tightened their belts and cut their budgets, and these
cuts often affect the amount allocated for Sunday school curriculum. If you're a
Christian Ed Director or Sunday School Superintendent, you may have to make a case
for purchasing your curriculum.

There is so much free curriculum out there, that it’s tempting to just Google “free
Sunday school curriculum” and use what comes up. However, there is a wide range in
the quality of these curricula, and they may not line up with your church’s theology and
priorities. Many of the free curricula are evangelical and/or conservative in their
viewpoints, as opposed to a mainline viewpoint. The differences can be subtle and
different aspects of Christian faith will be emphasized. For instance, an evangelical
curriculum may have more of an emphasis on obeying God's rules, the one true God,
and personal salvation. A mainline or liberal curriculum might focus more on God's
love and forgiveness and showing love for others. It's not that one position is better
than another, it’s just that someone sending their child to a church’s Sunday school
expects that they’ll be learning what that church teaches and emphasizes. So, if you're
going with a free curriculum, you need to know your church’s basic beliefs and make
your choice based on those beliefs. I once had someone from an Episcopal Church who
wanted to use a VBS curriculum which taught that the world was created in seven
literal days. The theme was fun and there were some great activities, but the creationist
viewpoint is not compatible with what the Episcopal Church teaches about creation and
science.

A Sunday school looking to save money might consider creating their own curriculum.
However, this is not as easy as some might think and, to do it well, requires much time
and effort. Let’s look at some things that go into creating a Sunday school curriculum.




What goes into putting together a curriculum?

In an article by Karen DeBoer, one of the curriculum writers for Faith Alive Resources
(the publisher for the Christian Reformed Church of North America and the Reformed
Church in America), she describes what goes into creating the curriculum called Dwell.

e The editorial team along with a theologian spend an average of one hour writing
the Focus Statement and Faith Nurture Goals for every session.

e The Scope and Sequence (which stories are told and when they are told to which
age) is meticulously planned by a team of educators and theologians.

e The content and images in the curriculum are as inclusive as possible. Each
session is reviewed by a multicultural panel of reviewers along with a person
experienced in working with people with disabilities.

e Every children’s curriculum editor not only volunteers in children’s ministry in
their local church but also allocates time to stay informed on current research in
children’s spirituality, brain development, and trends in church education.

e Family faith nurture is a priority, and the curriculum includes resources and
ideas to equip and encourage families to live their faith at home.

e Editorial staff regularly reviewed curriculum from other Christian publishers
and attended conferences from Orange, Willow Creek, the Association for
Presbyterian Church Educators, Faith Forward, Faith at Home, the Children and
Spirituality Conference, etc.

You might want to consider putting together a list of what goals you hope to attain with
your children’s curriculum, along with a purpose statement and general objectives for
children and the adults who work with them. You should identify some of the specific
knowledge, skills, relationships, experiences, attitudes, and values children need to
experience God’s grace and recognize themselves as children of God. Age level learning
and experiences should be included, along with Bible stories and verses every child
should experience, the language of faith children should know, as well as images,
symbols, and current discipleship issues that children should be familiar with.

If you are creating your own curriculum, you should be considering these aspects of

curriculum as well.
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Questions to ask

How many students? One room or multiple grades?
First you must determine how many students you'll have and whether you’ll have them
all together or break them into different age groups.

What is our budget?

If your budget is limited, you'll want to look at low-cost and no-cost options; sometimes
these require more work on your part. You might also decide to go with a particular
curriculum but opt out of buying all the separate components.

What are the needs of our teachers?

If you have inexperienced teachers, then ease-of-use will be an important consideration
for you. If they’re not very tech-savvy, then going with a downloadable curriculum may
mean that someone else may have to download and print the material for them.

Do we want to use a traditional curriculum, a lectionary curriculum, a rotation model,
or something else?

Deciding on what type of curriculum you want to go with is important. Each type has
its advantages and disadvantages, so you'll have to weigh this in making a selection
that fits your unique Sunday school. If your Sunday school is totally online or a hybrid
of online and in-person, then make sure your curriculum works with your format.

What are our learning goals?

Your learning goals will affect your curriculum selection. For instance, if you want your
students to have a strong understanding of both the Old and New Testaments, then you
probably won’t want to use a lectionary curriculum which focuses primarily on the
Gospels.

What is our church’s theological perspective?

It’s also important to be aware of your church’s theological perspective. For instance, a
curriculum from an evangelical publisher might emphasize the belief that only
Christians go to heaven and encourage your students to lead their friends to Christ.
Other curricula from more theologically liberal publishers might emphasize social
justice issues rather than evangelism.



Age level groupings

Curriculum resources are usually for a particular age level; these groupings vary among
the different publishers. Some curricula include older age groups such as middle
school, high school, and adults. Some include younger age groups such as nursery,
toddlers, and preschool.

The age groupings may not always work in your Sunday school. For example, having
5th and 6th grade together may mean that you are combining elementary and middle
school students, if middle school starts at 6th grade in your part of the country. Many
curricula include flexible age groupings and terms such as “early elementary” and
“middle elementary” as opposed to specific grade levels.

We are also seeing a trend towards greater flexibility in age groups in many of the
curricula being offered, as well as more resources for intergenerational lessons.

Types of curricula

There are many types of curricula, and some types overlap. Types of curricula include:
e One room or multi-graded
e (Classroom/traditional/thematic
e Lectionary
e Large group/small group
e Montessori/ worship-centered
e Rotation model/learning centers
e  Whole church
e Self-created



One room or multi-graded

If you have a very small Sunday school, you will probably want to go with a one room
or multi-graded curriculum. This is also called multi-age or broadly graded curriculum.
It’s set up so that there are activities for children of all different ages. There are usually
activities to do as a group as well as activities for specific ages. There may also be tips
for having children of different ages work together. Some curricula that have resources
for various age levels also publish a multi-graded version of their curriculum.
Some multi-age curricula or curricula that include multi-age components are:

e Celebrate Wonder All Ages

e Feasting on the Word

e Follow Me

e Spark All Kids

e Whirl All Kids

Classroom, traditional, thematic

The next type of curriculum is called classroom, traditional, or sometimes thematic.
Most often, Old Testament stories are covered in the fall and New Testament stories are
covered in the winter and spring. Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost stories are covered
at the appropriate times. Sometimes this type of curriculum is based on themes such as
“The Promised Land” or “The Reign of God.” It generally includes a Bible story with a
variety of reinforcement activities. This kind of curriculum may be dated or undated.

Lectionary

Lectionary curriculum follows the Revised Common Lectionary, the three-year cycle of
scripture readings which many churches follow. There are four readings for each
Sunday: an Old Testament reading, a Psalm, a reading from one of the four gospels, and
another New Testament reading. There is some variation, but most lectionary curricula
base their lessons on the gospel readings. One advantage to this type of curriculum is
that the lessons usually coincide with the theme of the worship service, so if the
children go into the service there is consistency in what they’re learning, and the adults
and children are learning the same things. There are disadvantages to this type of
curriculum as well. The lectionary readings weren’t chosen with children in mind, so
sometimes the stories may not be very child friendly. Also, since the focus of this
curriculum is primarily on gospel stories, the children get very limited exposure to the
Old Testament and the other parts of the New Testament. Sunday schools that decide
on a lectionary curriculum may want to use another curriculum for the fall that focuses
on the Old Testament and then switch to the lectionary curriculum for Advent and the
rest of the year. Some popular lectionary curricula are Feasting on the Word and Spark

Lectionary.
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Narrative Lectionary

In 2010 the Narrative Lectionary was created by two professors from Luther Seminary.
It’s a four-year cycle of readings from September through May each year which begins
with Old Testament stories in the fall and then switches to the New Testament for the
rest of the year. Information about the Narrative Lectionary can be found on the
working preacher website. A downloadable curriculum called Living the Word which
follows the Narrative Lectionary is available from Spirit and Truth Publishing.

Large group/small group

Another type of curriculum is called large group, small group. All the children are
together for the first part of Sunday school; usually this is an energetic, worship-fused
time with one leader. Then the children break into smaller groups for age-appropriate
activities.

This type of curriculum is a good choice when you have limited teachers or have people
that are willing to teach but don’t want to spend time preparing lessons. Cokesbury
offers Large Group/Small Group curriculum options for elementary age children; they
are only available as downloads.

Montessori/worship-centered

The Montessori or worship-centered type of curriculum was originally geared towards
very young children but now is being used with older children, and even adults. It
focuses on experiential learning, using silence, wonder, and personal response. A
storyteller/teacher shares the Bible story using hands on material and then engages the
children in creative activities.

Godly Play and the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd are two examples of this type of
curriculum.

The Beulah Land curriculum comes from the Episcopal Church and is meant to be used
with the Beulah Land felt storytelling materials. It’s for children 3 to 10 and includes
hymns, wondering questions, art activities, and suggestions for imaginative and
dramatic play for 39 stories.

Rotation model/learning centers

Rotation model curriculum, sometimes called Workshop Rotation Model®, is very
different from other curricula. Major Bible stories or themes are taught for 4-5 weeks
through multi-media workshops such as art, computers, video, food, and drama.
Groups of children rotate to a different workshop each week, which is led by the same
teacher. There are printed and downloadable curricula available, but many churches
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create their own, using websites such as rotation.org. Churches that offer the rotation
model often have elaborately decorated and equipped rooms. On example of this type
of curriculum is Spark Rotation.

Learning centers can be done in a manner similar to the rotation model where separate
learning center areas are available for the children to visit. This can be done for the
entire Sunday school or for only one grade level where the learning centers are all in
one classroom.

Whole church

A whole church curriculum may be traditional or lectionary; materials are available for
all age groups and all study the same Bible stories each week. There may be additional
resources such as intergenerational worship services or workshops. Two whole church
curricula are Follow Me and Faith Weaver Now.

Self-created

Many Sunday schools are starting to create their own curriculum, usually by using
online resources, which are often free. Curriculum can also be created using books and
other resources.
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Denominational curriculum

Consider looking at your denomination’s curriculum first as this will be the closest to
the theology of your church. If your denomination doesn’t publish its own curriculum,
they may suggest curricula on their website.

Mainline denominational curriculum

If you're a mainline Protestant denomination and don’t want to use your own
denomination’s curriculum, you should probably consider another mainline
denomination’s curriculum first.

Here’s a list of mainline denominations that publish Sunday school curriculum.
e Episcopal Church
¢ Lutheran Church ELCA
e Presbyterian Church USA
¢ Reformed Church of America
e United Methodist Church

Episcopal Church

Building Faith Brick by Brick

Two books are available for putting together a Sunday school curriculum that uses
LEGO® bricks to help children engage with Bible stories in hands-on, imaginative
ways. Each lesson invites kids to build scenes from scripture, encouraging deeper
understanding, collaboration, and storytelling.

ECC and ECY

The Episcopal Church stopped publishing its Episcopal Children’s Curriculum and
Episcopal Curriculum for Youth in printed form a few years ago but has made it
available for free as a digital download on the website of the Virginia Theological
Seminary. The Episcopal Curriculum for Children includes these four units for every
year of the curriculum: Old Testament, New Testament, Sacraments, and the Church.
Every year also has material on the major events of the Church Year, including All
Saints and Pentecost. The youth curriculum is thematic.

Godly Play

Godly Play is a Montessori/worship-centered curriculum which started as a resource
for younger children but is now used with all ages. It is available in printed and digital
forms.
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Lesson Plans that Work
Lesson Plans that Work is a free, lectionary-based online curriculum with three levels:
younger children, older children, and adults.

Seedlings
Seedlings is a four-year curriculum for small churches.

Weaving God’s Promises
Weaving God’s Promises is a three-year downloadable Episcopal curriculum available
in versions for children and middle-school youth.

Lutheran Church ELCA

Sparkhouse

Spark: Activate Faith

Sparkhouse is the ecumenical branch of 1517 Media (Augsburg Fortress). They offer
their Spark: Activate Faith curriculum in four versions: classroom, lectionary, rotation,
and All Kids (one room). Spark Bibles and Bible Storybooks are available and there is
also Spark Online, which allows you to set up a customized Spark website for your
church as well as access curriculum and lesson planning resources. There is also Spark
Family, a magazine with activities to help families fit faith into everyday life.

Holy Moly
Holy Moly is a curriculum for grades K-4 which includes animated Bible story videos.

Whirl

Whirl is a DVD-based curriculum for grades PreK-6 which is available in two versions:
classroom and lectionary. One of the goals of Whirl is to connect kids to church life.
Children learn about the church year and watch a video with animated characters who
model what it’s like for kids to go through the questions and challenges of living out
their faith. Whirl also has its own Bible and Bible storybook, as well as leaflets to use at
home as well as in Sunday school. There is also a version for one room Sunday schools.

Connect
Connect is for grades 5-6 and also uses videos which the publisher says blends “witty,
slap-stick humor with solid theology, in a way that’s accessible to preteens.”

SPAR
HOU'S
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Presbyterian Church USA

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living

Follow Me is a thirty-six-unit curriculum written for people of all ages, with resources
for ages 3-5, ages 6-10, youth, and adult. It's based on practices Jesus did and taught us
to do as faithful followers. The curriculum examines where these practices are found in
the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now. A
Congregational Guide is available which provides materials to connect the practice with
congregational worship and life. You can download a 96-page Follow Me Sample Book.

Growing in God’s Love

Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible Curriculum is an ecumenical curriculum which
consists of 35 units and was inspired by Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible. It is meant
to be a multiage curriculum for K-5 but can be used in intergenerational settings.

Growing in Grace & Gratitude

The Presbyterian Church USA offers a curriculum called Growing in Grace and
Gratitude which has options for children ages 3-5, 5-7, 8-10 and Multi-age (ages 5-10).
The Bible stories reveal God’s grace and the sessions “foster hospitality for all children,
including those with special needs.” Audio versions of the Bible stories are available,
and the curriculum is available in print or downloadable formats. There is also an
interactive e-book for families to use at home.

Faith Questions

These studies are based on faith questions asked by youth and are intended for older
youth. Movie, music, media, and other technologies are suggested throughout the
curriculum to supplement the lessons.

Feasting on the Word

Also, from the PCUSA publisher is Feasting on the Word, an ecumenical, downloadable
lectionary curriculum accompanied by printed color packs. It is also available in a
printed format. It is for kindergarten children through adults and incorporates features
of the Feasting on the Word commentaries. It’s available as a Total Church Plan or as
Individual Age Levels.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriuculum
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Reformed Church of America

Faith Alive Christian Resources is the publisher for the Reformed Church of America.
They offer three Sunday school curricula.

Dwell
Dwell is a story-based curriculum for preschool to Grade 8 which is available in printed
or digital forms.

Dwell Flex is a multi-age, multi-setting version of Dwell curriculumy; it is available for
free to all churches that have a Dwell Digital subscription. The sessions include four
simple steps: Breathe, Tell and Wonder, Pray, and Respond — providing a simple way
for anyone to lead a DWELL session with little advanced preparation. The sessions
move through the Old or New Testament in a rough chronological order, but as each
session is stand-alone, you can use them in whatever order works for your unique
situation.

United Methodist Church/Cokesbury Kids

Big Faith

Cokesbury’s quarterly curriculum includes Bible stories, hands-on activities, and child-
friendly themes. Cokesbury Kids Big Faith is available in two age levels —ages 3-6 and
ages 7-12. There is also an All-Ages option.

Celebrate Wonder All Ages

This curriculum is only available as a digital download. Celebrate Wonder All Ages,
according to the publisher, “has been adapted to make it easy for ministry with children
and families to happen in broadly graded rooms or divide into age-graded
rooms...Whether you're meeting in person all in one room, sending materials home for
families to use together, offering a large group opening and small groups in person or
virtually, Celebrate Wonder All Ages will work for you.”

Deep Blue Life

Deep Blue Life is a downloadable, customizable curriculum option which focuses on
living life faithfully for elementary-aged kids. The categories include Spiritual Practices,
Cloud of Witnesses, God Is with Us, and Faith and Culture. You can purchase
individual sessions, 13-session bundles, or the entire 52-session set.

Deep Blue Rotation Stations

Deep Blue Rotation Stations uses a rotation format where children alternate between
learnings stations each week. There are more than 50 unique units for children ages 5-12
which can be downloaded.
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United Church of Christ

The United Church of Christ (UCC) does not publish an official, all-in-one Sunday
school curriculum. Instead, the national UCC organization offers specialized faith
formation guides called Faith Practices, which are available for different age levels.
They also recommend progressive, ecumenical resources, such as A Joyful Path and
[llustrated Ministry.

Other denominational curriculum

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Enduring Faith

Enduring Faith has children “learn all about their Savior, Jesus Christ, what their Savior
means for them, how to defend their faith, and how to teach the faith to others.” It is for
early childhood through adult.

Mennonite Church/Church of the Brethren

Shine: Living in God’s Light offers curriculum for ages 3 through grade 8; there are fall,
winter, and spring units. A curriculum for age 3 through grade 5, printed or digital, and
non-dated is Path to Peace that helps children explore peace, kindness, and conflict
resolution through Bible stories, engaging activities, and practical lessons. Another
undated curriculum is Current, which is digital and for ages 3 through adult. Reach is a
youth curriculum for grades 9-12; it is digital and undated. A second curriculum for
grades 9-12 is Generation Why. Wee Wonder is for 2-year-olds.

Southern Baptist

Lifeway is the Southern Baptist publisher and offers three Bible studies for children
through adults called Bible Studies for Life, The Gospel Project, and Explore the Bible.

Nondenominational publishers

There are a number of nondenominational publishers which offer a wide variety of
curriculum. It's very important when selecting a curriculum from a nondenominational
publisher to make sure it’s compatible with your church’s theology. Sometimes it’s hard
to determine this if the publisher doesn’t directly state its theological position or uses
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terms like “Bible-based” which can mean different things to different people. Look for a
statement of belief or something similar on the publisher’s website. This usually will
help you to determine their theological position.

Cultivate Faith

PRC - Practical Resources for Churches” comprehensive initiative, Cultivate Faith,
focuses on supporting congregations and families in the faith formation of their
children and youth. Holy Moments and Connections are offered through PRC’s
Cultivate Faith program.

Connections is a versatile 52-week curriculum designed to meet the diverse and
dynamic needs of today’s congregations. It follows both the RCL and NL. It is written
especially for those wanting to provide accessible and flexible faith formation when
they have unpredictable attendance and challenges in getting enough leaders. Each
week features flexible lesson plans, engaging activities, and adaptable materials that can
be easily scaled to fit any group size.

With a focus on fostering meaning connections among participants, Connections equips
congregations to create an inclusive and supportive community, ensuring that every
individual can engage deeply in their faith journey. Connections has three components:

o Into The Prayground - a resource that helps you creatively connect the children’s
moment with a purposeful activity in your prayground

» Snapshots - a resource that helps you creatively connect the scripture and themes in
worship with interactive, multigenerational centers

o Visio Divina - a resource that gives you the plans you need to create an interactive way
for people to connect with God’s Word.

Holy Moments is a thoughtful set of resources designed for congregations to support
tamilies in their faith formation during everyday life. Released each liturgical season,
these materials provide practical and engaging activities that families can easily
integrate into their existing rhythms. Each resource encourages families to recognize
and celebrate sacred moments in their daily routines, fostering a deeper connection to
their faith. With a focus on simplicity and accessibility, Holy Moments helps families
grow spiritually together, making faith an integral part of their everyday holy
moments. Holy Moments’ resources include:

e parent book clubs

o family mission projects

o family gatherings

o family scavenger hunt

o table topic conversation cubes
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e Numbering Our Days

o bedtime stories and prayers plans
o bedtime blessings

o family prayer care packages

David C. Cook

David C. Cook offers a number of curricula. The theology of David C. Cook is generally
conservative.

Accent is a theologically conservative curriculum using the KJV of the Bible and Baptist
doctrine.

The Action Bible Curriculum is based on The Action Bible and is for preteens.

Bible-in-Life is a traditional curriculum and is also offered in The Anglican Edition.

Echoes supports the African American church and community.
The Gospel Light Sunday school curriculum line was acquired by David C. Cook.
HeartShaper takes toddlers through preteens through the Bible.

Reformation Press features comprehensive Scripture teaching with coverage of the
essential tenets of the Reformed faith.

Rio is a family-friendly digital curriculum.

Scripture Press features conservative theology and doctrine and uses both the NIV and
KJV translations.

Tru emphasizes spiritual formation and family-empowered ministry

Cook’s Wesley curriculum has an emphasis on life application and evangelism and is
doctrinally distinctive for Wesleyan/Holiness churches.

Wonder Ink is a digital Bible curriculum for preschool and elementary children that

uses interactive activities, videos, and worship. Wonder Ink has a broadly evangelical
theology.
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https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/accent/Brand_Accent
https://www.sundayschool.com/collections/the-action-bible-curriculum/Brand_Action-Bible
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/bible-in-life/Brand_Bible-In-Life
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/the-anglican-edition
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/echoes/Brand_Echoes
https://www.gospellight.com/
https://www.sundayschool.com/collections/heartshaper/Brand_HeartShaper
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/reformation-press/Age_Kids
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/rio
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/scripture-press/Brand_Scripture-Press
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/tru/Brand_TRU
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/wesley/Age_Kids
https://wonderink.org/?utm_term=how%20to%20start%20a%20children%27s%20ministry&utm_campaign=Wonder+Ink&utm_source=grant&utm_medium=grant&hsa_acc=8301997439&hsa_cam=16984716169&hsa_grp=134488219854&hsa_ad=594098506735&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-349581809980&hsa_kw=how%20to%20start%20a%20children%27s%20ministry&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16984716169&gbraid=0AAAAADt6nSZ4qmqnjbC41EA317t7qCPd3&gclid=Cj0KCQjwkOvTBhDgARIsAKUNyRttYDzCWHyIpTtn_ZItGMxFvBI15e7djOT36bnHa_lgAeyN71GLHFgaAhD5EALw_wcB

Faith Fix

Faith Fix is an independent church-resource ministry founded by Pastor Amanda
Ruthe, an ELCA pastor. Its stated emphasis is on love, inclusion, belonging, and faith in
the home. It is available in Revised Common Lectionary and Narrative Lectionary
tracks and includes take-home family sheets for each month designed to encourage
continued faith conversations at home.

GenOn Ministries

Faith for Life is a Bible study curriculum for elementary, middle and high school grades
that encourages learning the stories and truths of the Bible using sound, educational
and theological principles. Nine courses are available. Each course contains twenty-five
complete fully downloadable sessions. Courses are flexible in length and work well for
individually-graded or multi-graded classes.

Group

Group Publishing started in 1974 with the publication of Group magazine for those in
youth ministry. They now publish a number of nondenominational Sunday school
curricula which feature active learning. Their statement of belief is general enough to be
acceptable to most churches, but their theological position seems more evangelical than
mainline.

Be Bold is a curriculum for preteens which explores questions preteens may have about
faith and the Bible.

Dig In is for preschool through 6th grade and is an online curriculum with flexibility. It
is adaptable for One-Room, Age-Graded, and Large-Group/Small-Group classrooms.
Lessons are built online by dragging and dropping “Activity Blocks” into a Lesson
Builder. Lessons start with Opening, Core Bible, and Wrap-Up Activity Blocks already
added. Additional blocks to choose from include Music Video, Talk-About Video,
Object Lesson, Deeper Bible, High-Energy Game, Low-Energy Game, Craft, and Take-
Home. Pricing is based on average weekly attendance.

Faithweaver Now is for infant through adult and each age group explores the same
Scripture each week.

Grapple is for tweens; resources include DVDs and parent pages.
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https://www.faithfix.org/church-curriculum
https://www.genonministries.org/intergenerational-Bible-studies
https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/be-bold.do
https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in.do
http://www.group.com/sunday-school/faithweaver-now
https://www.group.com/search-results/?q=grapple

Group’s Hands-on Bible Curriculum uses unique games, snacks and crafts to help kids
learn about God. Gizmos to tell the story are included with the curriculum kits.

Play-n-Worship is a curriculum for toddlers and preschoolers.

Simply Loved has an option for Pre-K & K and one for Elementary (grades 1-4). It's sold
in quarterly kits and claims to simplify Sunday school. Group’s Bible Memory Buddies
from VBS are used in the curriculum. There are downloadable samples and a scope &
sequence on the website.

Two or More is designed for smaller churches; lessons are low-prep and easy to teach,
for two or more children.

Group also offers Youth Resources which can be used for Sunday school.

lllustrated Ministries

Mini Revolutions is a monthly subscription curriculum based on the lectionary. The
publisher states it can be used “as your traditional Sunday School curriculum, in a one-
room Sunday School model with mixed ages, or in an intergenerational setting. You
could also take the content and adapt it for youth ministry and other ministry programs
and settings.”

Tell Me About the Bible
This digital curriculum is for youth. So far, only Volume One is available, but plans are
to add more resources. Volume One is titled “Extraordinary Leaders” and has four

sessions focusing on the leadership and impact of key women in the Bible: Deborah,
Rahab, Phoebe, and Priscilla.

Orange

Orange has three online, customizable curricula. First Look is for preschool aged
children and also includes resources for babies and toddlers. 252 Kids is for elementary
age children, and XP3 is for youth. There is an emphasis on encouraging parents to
teach their children about faith and character at home. Each of the three curricula is sold
through an annual license that is based on the number of children in your Sunday
school. It originated at Andy Stanley’s North Point Community Church, an evangelical
megachurch.
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http://www.group.com/sunday-school/hands-on-bible-curriculum
http://www.group.com/sunday-school/play-n-worship
https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/simply-loved.do
https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/two-or-more/?utm_source=Klaviyo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CM_COMBO_20250626%20%2801JY78ECDGSMVAW60G79N8N7MT%29&utm_userid=01FWS3ERPZX5JYW5SB35NQ92RJ&_kx=KSxOtGExAih4nqBaNLp5TE_PHAl9G_4QsEDi1bhlaxk.SMQ4NH
https://www.group.com/youth-ministry/
https://store.illustratedministry.com/products/mini-revolutions-subscription?ck_subscriber_id=1390007998
https://store.illustratedministry.com/products/tell-me-about-the-bible-vol-1
http://thinkorange.com/firstlook
https://thinkorange.com/252-childrens-ministry-curriculum/
http://thinkorange.com/xp3s

ProgressiveChristianity.org

<
> A Joyful Path
l’ / A Joyful Path is referred to as a behavior-over-belief
curriculum. It uses Bible stories along with other wisdom

M stories to help children learn how to follow the path of Jesus
in today’s world. The curriculum is for children ages 6-10
and three years are available. It is available as a hardcopy,

Spirit & Truth DVD, and digital download.

PUBLISHING

Teen Text
Progressive Christianity also offers lectionary-based curriculum for Middle School and
High School students called Teen Text. It is available as a PDF download.

Renovare

Renovaré USA is “a Christian nonprofit that models, resources, and advocates fullness
of life with God experienced, by grace, through the spiritual practices of Jesus and of
the historical Church.” They offer a curriculum for children PreK-6th Grade called Life
with God which emphasizes spiritual practices.

Right Now Media

They offer God’s Kids, a Bible-based curriculum for preschool and elementary-aged
children that uses videos, activities, and discussion to help children know God and
grow in faith. RightNow Media’s theology is broadly evangelical and theologically
conservative.

Spirit and Truth Publishing

Besides Living the Word, which follows the Narrative Lectionary, this publisher offers
Living the Word: Kids Mini Lessons for both the Revised Common Lectionary and the
Narrative Lectionary. These digital, short, and simple lessons for elementary students
“give you a main story-focus activity for each lesson along with two additional

activities to reinforce the learning with a simple craft, game, or more.”
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https://www.joyfulpathcurriculum.com/
https://progressivechristianity.org/?s=teen+text&sv=phrase&submit=Search
https://renovare.org/books/life-with-god-for-children-curriculum
https://renovare.org/books/life-with-god-for-children-curriculum
https://www.rightnowkids.org/
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/products/narrative-lectionary-resources/
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/shop/kids-mini-lessons-rcl-2024-2025/

StoryMakers NYC

StoryMakers is a not-for-profit creative studio that designs imaginative resources for
kids of all ages. They focus on facilitating the formation experience for churches and
families as they seek to deepen the Christian faith of children and grown-ups alike.
This is done primarily through zines, playbooks, guides, puppets, memory cards, and
other visuals.

Middle and high school curriculum suggestions

Some of the curricula already mentioned have components for youth, but you might
want to use something else if these aren’t appropriate for your Sunday school.

Abingdon Press

Abingdon Press is connected to the United Methodist Church and offers a number of
products for youth which can be used as curriculum.

Canvas is for high school teens and explores the theological beliefs and foundational
concepts of the faith. In five four-week studies, students learn from history, tradition,
and the Bible. The studies are designed for students to lead the lessons themselves.

Fathom offers 18 4-session studies that explore the Bible book to book.

Groove is a Bible study series for teens that “invites teens to learn the essentials of their
faith, own their story, and engage the world in serving Jesus.” Each topical study has
four sessions and up to 48 weeks are available.

Linc is a downloadable, timely resource to help teens examine relevant faith and life
issues using the latest music, movies, news, and current events.

Sparkhouse

Sparkhouse, the ecumenical branch of Augsburg Fortress, the Lutheran ELCA
publisher, offers some youth resources which can be used in Sunday school.
Colaborate: Bible Study is based on problem-based learning which allows students to
discover for themselves the richness of the Old and New Testaments.
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https://www.storymakersnyc.com/
https://www.cokesbury.com/search?q=canvas&pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/search?q=fathom&pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/search?q=fathom&pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/search?q=groove&pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/linc
http://www.wearesparkhouse.org/teens/colaborate/biblestudy/

Echo the Story helps youth experience the biblical narrative through storytelling,
creative reflection, and dialogue. It's available in both 12-session and 36-session
versions and includes DVDs, leader guides, and student sketch journals.

Their re:form series of products includes the original re:form program of 40 lessons
which uses creative and sometimes funny videos to tackle questions about the Bible,
creed, disciples, Jesus, other beliefs, and hot topics. Two of the questions from the
program are “Who wrote the Bible, God or humans?” and “Can I be a Christian without
going to church?” Re:form Ancestors also uses fun videos to help youth get to know
personalities from the Old and New Testaments. Re:form Traditions has versions for
the Methodist, Lutheran, and Reformed traditions which explain their history, beliefs,
and practices to help youth discover how their faith tradition came to be. Each version
of re:form Traditions has four sessions. All the re:form curricula include DVDs, a
leader’s guide and a student anti-workbook.

T.B.D. stands for Think. Believe. Do. There are five four-week topical group studies
designed for Grades 9-12.

Other suggestions for middle and high school
curriculum

Connecting Faith and Justice: Youth Lectionary Curriculum comes from the United
Methodist Church and is designed to help students actively engage the intersection of
faith and justice and explore why our faith compels us toward justice. It is available to
download for free.

Faith Lens is a free, downloadable weekly Bible study for youth and young adults
which links a current news story with scripture texts. It comes from the Lutheran
Church ELCA.

Generation Why is published by Brethren Press and is a series of Bible-based
explorations of issues facing youth.

Journey to Adulthood (J2A) is available from Church Publishing of the Episcopal
Church. It is an “online, downloadable youth ministry program of spiritual formation
for 6th-12th grades centered on inclusive, relational ministry. It uses Bible study, prayer,
rites of passage, and service projects. There are three modules included in the program:
Rite 13, J2A, and 4Ward, each with lessons organized around Self, Society, and
Spirituality.”
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http://wearesparkhouse.org/teens/echothestory/
http://wearesparkhouse.org/teens/reform/core/
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/store/category/286825/re-form-Ancestors
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/store/category/286824/re-form-Traditions
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/store/category/286882/T-B-D
https://www.umcjustice.org/articles/connecting-faith-and-justice-youth-lectionary-curriculum-1539?mc_cid=b24def083f&mc_eid=8183923a83
http://blogs.elca.org/faithlens/
https://www.brethrenpress.com/searchresults.asp?search=generation+why
http://j2a.riteformation.com/Home/SignIn

Leader Resources for Youth includes multi-year programs, seasonal & special resources,
and year-long and short programs. God Talks! is a topic-based program which
examines a single theme over a 2-5 week period to address the characteristics of
spiritual development.

Current trends in curriculum

Video use

Many current trends in curriculum show the impact of technology, such as the use of
videos in the classroom as well as for teacher training. These can be on DVDs or
streamed from the web.

Additional material on websites, apps
We also see some companies offering additional material for teachers, parents, and
students on their websites or through apps for mobile devices.

Downloadable and reproducible material

Another big change is the availability of material that is downloadable and
reproducible. We even have curricula that are no longer being printed which have been
converted to digital form so they can still be offered, either free or for a fee.

Change in fees to annual license, etc.

We see more material being offered for an annual or license fee, especially for online
materials; often the fee is based on worship attendance or the number of students. Some
curriculum products are available as a monthly subscription.

Intergenerational materials
There is also an increased availability of materials for all ages Sunday school and
intergenerational use which connect Sunday school with the rest of the congregation.

Resources for family faith formation

We see more material which can be used for families to continue learning together at
home, due to a growing awareness that Sunday schools need to partner with families in
their children’s faith formation.
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https://www.leaderresources.org/Youth-Ministry_c_8.html
http://leaderresources.org/GodTalks

