ChatGPT transcript
Prompt in italics

1 previously asked about using movies as a theme for a church stewardship campaign. Besides
movies, what other cultural touchstones might be a source of theme material

If you want to step back from movies but still draw on shared cultural meaning, there are several
rich categories of touchstones that work well in a church stewardship context—especially when

the goal is connection, narrative, and invitation rather than novelty. Below are categories
with examples and notes on why they tend to resonate.

1. Music & Song (Secular or Sacred-Adjacent)

Why it works: Music is emotionally immediate, widely shared across generations, and already
metaphor-friendly.

How it translates to stewardship
e Themes: “Finding Our Harmony,” “The Soundtrack of Our Faith,” “Every Voice
Matters”
o Stewardship angle: Individual parts contributing to a larger whole; rhythm, timing, and

practice.
o Strength: Excellent for intergenerational congregations.

2. Books, Reading, and Storytelling

Why it works: Reading is already aligned with reflection, interpretation, and growth—natural
companions to faith.

How it translates
o Themes: “Turning the Page,” “Our Next Chapter,” “Stories That Shape Us”

o Stewardship angle: The congregation as an unfolding story; generosity as authorship.
o Strength: Gentle, thoughtful, and non-commercial in tone.

3. Food, Table, and Hospitality

Why it works: Universally accessible; deeply biblical without being overtly theological.



How it translates
o Themes: “All Are Welcome at the Table,” “Enough for Everyone,” “Feeding What
Matters”

o Stewardship angle: Provision, shared responsibility, abundance vs. scarcity.
o Strength: Especially strong for congregations emphasizing fellowship and care.

4. Nature, Seasons, and the Life Cycle

Why it works: Cyclical, hopeful, and grounded—particularly resonant in New England
contexts.

How it translates
o Themes: “Rooted and Growing,” “Planting for the Future,” “Harvest What We Nurture”

o Stewardship angle: Long-term investment, patience, faith in unseen growth.
o Strength: Excellent for explaining endowments, deferred impact, or sustainability.

5. Travel, Journeys, and Pilgrimage

Why it works: Journey language is deeply biblical and culturally familiar without being
abstract.

How it translates
e Themes: “On the Way Together,” “Where We’re Headed,” “Faith Is a Journey”

o Stewardship angle: Shared direction, trust, preparation, companions.
o Strength: Good for congregations in transition or discerning next steps.

6. Home, Building, and Place
Why it works: Tangible and emotionally grounded; bridges spiritual and practical concerns.
How it translates

e Themes: “Building a Home for Hope,” “A Place for All,” “What We Hold Together”

o Stewardship angle: Maintenance, care, legacy, and hospitality.
o Strength: Especially effective when property or facilities are part of the story.



7. Sports, Teamwork, and Practice
Why it works: Clear metaphors for discipline, shared effort, and perseverance.
How it translates

b

o Themes: “Playing Our Part,” “Passing the Baton,” “Training for What Matters’
o Stewardship angle: Commitment, reliability, and long-term faithfulness.
e Caution: Works best when kept inclusive and non-competitive.

8. Craft, Making, and Skilled Work

Why it works: Honors patience, care, and the dignity of incremental work.
How it translates
o Themes: “Shaped by Faith,” “Made for This Moment,” “Crafting a Future”

o Stewardship angle: Attention, intentionality, and stewardship as vocation.
o Strength: Quietly profound; avoids marketing language.

Choosing the Right Touchstone
When deciding, ask:

1. Is it widely shared across generations in this congregation?
2. Does it invite participation rather than consumption?
3. Can it naturally connect to gratitude, trust, and shared responsibility?

If you’d like, I can:

e Narrow this to 2-3 themes that best fit your congregation’s current season

o Help you pressure-test a theme for inclusivity and theological depth

o Draft sample campaign language (taglines, scripture pairings, bulletin blurbs) for any
one category

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.
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