WELCOME TO THE NEURODIVERGENT INCLUSION MINISTRY TRAINING

Our Mission:
To create a church where every person—of every mind and body—finds belonging, dignity, and full participation.

What Volunteers Need to Know
1. What Is Neurodiversity?
Neurodiversity includes Autism, ADHD, Dyslexia, Tourette’s, sensory processing differences, intellectual disabilities, and more.
These are natural variations—not misbehavior.

2. Key Principles
· Movement, noise, and stimming are normal.
· Assume competence.
· Presume welcome.
· Ask before helping. “Can I support you with anything?”
· Never shame a meltdown or sensory difficulty.

3. How to Support Families
· Offer options, not corrections.
· Help children transition using visual cues.
· Honor preferred communication styles (verbal, AAC, gestures).
· Direct families to quiet rooms when needed, not as punishment.

4. Quick Tips
· Use simple, clear language.
· Give extra processing time.
· Be patient during anxiety or overstimulation.
· Smile — genuinely. It matters.
· Point out resources (headphones, fidgets, sensory pew).

5. Safety & Boundaries
· Always follow Safe Sanctuary / Safe Church policies.
· Do not touch children without consent except in emergencies.
· Maintain two-deep leadership at all times.

6. Who to Ask for Help
· Inclusion coordinator (if applicable)
· Pastor on duty
· Buddy volunteers
Thank you for being a part of making our church truly inclusive.

