
Welcome!

Q and A

To ask the
presenter a

question, you will
type that in the 

Q and A box. 

CHAT

If you'd like to
interact with chat,
click the chat box

and select
“everyone” from

the dropdown
menu.

RECORDING

You will receive a
recording of this

webinar including a
scrollable chat box.

TOO MUCH?

If the chat and/or Q
and A interactions
are too distracting,
please feel free to
close them now or
at any time during

the webinar.



AND MORE
Christmas Pageants



Practical Resources for Churches
THIS WEBINAR IS PRODUCED BY

PRC is a non-profit
ecumenical resource
center offering consultants,
workshops, webinars, and
resources to congregations
and individuals.

JUDICATORY PARTNERS

Albany Presbytery
Bronx Presbyterian Churches
Central Atlantic Conference, UCC
Holston Presbytery
Long Island East District, UMC
Metro New York Synod, ELCA
New York Conference, UCC
New York Metro Association, UCC
North Carolina Synod, ELCA
Northeastern Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

JUDICATORY PARTNERS

Pacific Southwest District Church of the Brethren
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse
Presbytery of Hudson River
Presbytery of Long Island
Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley
Presbytery of Tampa Bay
Presbytery of Western New York
Regional Synod of Albany, RCA
Southern New England Conference, UCC



Second Rule
There is a difference
between telling the
story of the nativity
and telling a story
about Christmas.

First Rule
Children are not
entertainment

for adults.

Pageant Ground Rules



What script areyou using?

When will you holdthe pageant?

Are you telling the

story of the

nativity or telling

a story about

Christmas?

What are familiescommunicatingto you?

Where will you hold

the pageant?

Why are you
having a

pageant?

Costumes?

Decisions to Make



Attendance

Committment

Involvement as

leaders

What are they
wearing

What time of day do

you see them?

ASK THEM NOW

Breaking Down 

Family

Communication



time of day based
on involved age

levels

travel plans matter

to begin or end the

season of Advent?

during worship if
telling the story of

the nativity

outside options

food

When

and

Where



Some people have serious issues with
costumes. There are so many reasons,

including fear, sensory issues, and
concerns about germs. 

Costumes should NEVER be a stumbling
block. Don’t make this the hill to die on. 

A note about costumes



Where do I get my script?

The Bible
plus hymns

quality
children’s

books

web search
(please think about the

creativity behind the
authors work appropriated

by AI)



Keep in mind:
10-15 minutes MAX
narrator driven vs memorized lines
how is music happening



At Home Connections

IntergenerationalReclaim the Season

how can we involve
the entire family

how we live
liturgically when our
everyday lives follow

the traditional
calendar

Tag Alongs

1 2
3

connecting to what is
already happening in
their everyday lives



Christmas
Twelve Days
tell the story from
different
viewpoints
add to the tree

Advent
Sundays
hope, peace, joy,
love
add-in; choose ONE

Reclaim the Season



scratch off
prayer calendar

reverse Advent

calendar

ornament

playlist

Advent spiral

tree blessings

Christmas card
prayers

Tag

Alongs



interactive
gingerbread house
family retreats
cookies, cocoa, and
carols

collaborative
Sunday FaceTime
prayer
hot cocoa party
care packages for
shelter

Intergenerational


