Practical Resources For Churches
consultants - webinars - workshops - resources

Q and A CHAT

To ask the
presenter a

If you'd like to
interact with chat,
click the chat box
and select “chat to

question, you will

type that in the
Q and A box. all panelists and

attendees” from the

dropdown menu.

RECORDING

You will receive a
recording of this
webinar including a
scrollable chat box.

TOO MUCH?

If the chat and/or Q
and A interactions
are too distracting,
please feel free to
close them now or
at any time during
the webinar.




THIS WEBINAR IS PRODUCED BY

Practical Resources for Churches

PRC

PRC is a non-profit
ecumenical resource
center offering consultants,
workshops, webinars, and
resources to congregations
and individuals.

SUBSCRIBERS

Central Atlantic UCC Conference

New York UCC Conference

North Carolina Synod, ELCA
Northeastern Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse
Presbytery of Lackawanna

Presbytery of Long Island

Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley
Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod ELCA
Southern New England Conference UCC
And individuals like you!
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Creating intergenerational spaces online, in-person, and hybrid
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Children’'s Worship Forms

Children worship in a variety of contexts — with adolts, with each other, alone

Moltigenerational Congregations

In moltigenerational congregations children are often given a special place to sit in the sanctoary and expected
to be passive participants except for hymn singing. Children receive commonion separately, do not preach, are
not allowed to initiate prayer. Sometimes there are separate services for children with a message to obey their

parents.

Baptist and Methodist chorches are popolar with children...ovtreach by Baptist and Methodist preachers,
Baptist and Methodist organizational flexibility permitted latitode in religiovs worship style.

There has been a gradoal drift toward separation as adolts have foond it difficolt to control children in
moltigenerational chorches.

Does this sound familiar?
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***There are too many other options for children these days™*

AMIMELCRREY

X




Jesus Blesses the Little Children

Mark 10 (also happens in Loke and
Matthew)

13 Then little children were being brovght
to him in order that he might lay his hands
on them and pray. The disciples spoke
sternly to those who broought them; 14 bot
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”
15 And he laid his hands on them and went
on his way.




Swinging the Pendolom
Qor corrent moment

< 100 years of adult-centered chorch
< Rapid decline in attendance and membership
% Chorches not bilt for children

Jesus preferences the children and thus swings
the pendolom toward children

Intergenerational church is social justice intended
to liberate the most vulnerable among vs




Safe spaces ¢ intergenerational vs.
molti-generational/all-ages

7/

% Thereis no such thing as a "safe space.”

< Particolarly in regard to children.

% The world is not built for children.

< Travma, for children, can happen anywhere anytime becavse children are less
resourced to protect themselves.

Worship services and general chorch practices are often very vnwelcoming to children with standards
of behavior that are not developmentally appropriate for certain stages of childhood.

You can have a many generations in one room (molti-generational) and be negligent of the safety and
needs of all present.

Intergenerational, as the term implies, asks all present to interact and engage in connective practice os
o commonity. It is an intertwining as a way to provide care and consideration for each other.



Principles of [ntergenerational Worship

Prayer
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STORY

Resovrces:

90 Second Sermons
Biblical Storytelling
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Principles of intergenerational church - online, in-person, molti-access

Safety - do an in-person safety assessment - baby/child proof the space

Ovtlet covers are a message of safety

Zoom is not sofe
Hospitality - The digital space is a real space where people should be treated with dignity and
respect. How woold you want to be spoken to, interacted with in a space not built for yoo?
Accessibility - in-person churches are exempt from ADA compliance regquirements - becavse
chorches lobbied for exemption - swing the pendolom
the termis "molti-access” We are creating moltiple points of access

Assess yoour chorch coltore - who is invited
lnvite the vninvited - shift the coltore
Notice



Intergenerational Chorch online

Saofety -
Zoom programming is not appropriate or helpfol for young children and parents/caregivers.
Write and distribote a media policy.
Can be anything from check-the-box to all media is our media
Understand consent and boundaries
Hospitality - active in the comments, speaking to people directly - in the comments, keep it
short
Accessibility - sound quality, appearance, presentation

For older children (teenagers), they shoold be consolted as to how they want to do things like youth grovp and other
interactions. As schools return to in-person there may be opportonities for Zoom engagement becavse they may not
be as screen fatigued. Have the conversation first and then make decisions.

Pre-record as moch as possible

Use YouTobe, and its editing platform, for basic recording and distribution



Children’'s Worship Forms

Children worship in a variety of contexts — with adolts, with each other, alone

Moltigenerational Congregations

In moltigenerational congregations children are often given a special place to sit in the sanctoary and expected
to be passive participants except for hymn singing. Children receive commonion separately, do not preach, are
not allowed to initiate prayer. Sometimes there are separate services for children with a message to obey their

parents.

Baptist and Methodist chorches are popolar with children...ovtreach by Baptist and Methodist preachers,
Baptist and Methodist organizational flexibility permitted latitode in religiovs worship style.

There has been a gradoal drift toward separation as adolts have foond it difficolt to control children in
moltigenerational chorches.

Does this sound familiar?



Slave Worship Forms

Slaves worshiped in a variety of contexts — with whites, with free blacks, with fellow slaves, in private

Mixed Congregations

In white congregations slaves were vsvally segregated and expected to be passive participants except for
hymn singing, received commonion separately, could not preach, not allowed to initiate prayer. Sometimes
there were separate services for slaves with a message to obey their masters.

Boptist and Methodist chorches were most popolar with slaves...outreach by Baptist and Methodist
preachers, Baptist and Methodist organizational flexibility permitted latitude in religiovs worship style.

There was a gradoal drift toward separation as whites foond it difficolt to control blacks in white chorches.
- David Bromley, PhD, Virginia Commonwealth University
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Resources

Mosic that Makes Commonity e ool Crid Godly Play
e . e Spiritual Chi
Biblical Storytelling by Lisa Miller -
30 Second Sermons GenOn Ministries
Theresa Cho - Living Waters The Big Box
| | by Toni Morrison
Cindy Wang-Brandt - "Parenting Forward" with Slade Morrison

R.L. Stollar - "Unfondamentalist Parenting”
Our Whole Lives - OWL
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Made possible by the Patreon community
Become a part at
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Lenny Duncan
Best-selling author and
public theologian
Ashley Detar Birt
PCUSA LGBTQIA -

youth advocate

Pepa Peniagua
1001 recipient

Bethany Peerbolte
TikTok pastor

. days
'3:00pmEDT
IG Live

@anewrebecca

Conversations on new
and creative ministry

Hosted by
Rebecca Stevens-Walter
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For Everyone Born

For everyone born, a place at the table,
for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,

for everyone born, a star overhead.

For young and for old, a place at the table,
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
for young and for old, the right to belong.

For everyone born, a place at the table,
to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,
for everyone born, the right to be free



