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Our webinar program is supported by :
Central Atlantic UCC Conference

New York UCC Conference
North Carolina Synod, ELCA

Northeastern Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Presbytery of Long Island

Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley
Southern New England UCC Conference
Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

Donations from individuals like you

About PRC
PRC is a non-profit 

denominational resource 
center offering consultants, 
workshops, webinars, and 

resources to congregations.



©
 2

0
2

0
 B

ro
ke

n
Sh

ee
p

 L
LC

.  
A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
.



Kim’s a successful pastor for 18 years.
Eric is a Fortune 500 marketing exec.

Together, we combine the best of the 
secular corporate world and church 
practice to deliver the newest skills 
and trends with a sound theological 
understanding to create positive 
change.
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1 2 3 4

Who are you 
trying to reach?
(people)

What do they 
need to know?
(content)

What platform 
will you use?
(technology)

What is the best 
way to build? 
(layout & writing)
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Your 
Website

“New 
Person”

“Regular 
Attender”

“Active 
Member”



New Person – “Is this the right place for me?”
• What is Worship Like? (times, styles, sermon)

• Will this church meet my needs? (life stage, issues, gaps)

• Will I fit in? (theologically, demographics, psychographics)

Regular Attender – “What is going on this week?”
• What is going on?  (activities and happenings)

• How do I get involved? (ways to volunteer)

• How do I stay connected? (ways to make friends)

Active Member – “What do I need to do?” 
• How do I keep up with what I need to do? (coordination)

• Why and how should I give? (giving and stewardship)

©
 2

0
2

0
 B

ro
ke

n
Sh

ee
p

 L
LC

.  
A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
.



• New people - Why did they start 
attending your church?

• Regular attenders – How can we help 
you stay connected and involved?

• Active members – What can we do to 
make it easier for you to grow deeper in 
your faith and this faith community?
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• Take the answers from your interviews and 
brainstorm the name of a “content chunk” for 
each one.  PUT IT ON A POST-IT NOTE.

• As a team, silently move post-it notes into 
groups.  Keep going until everyone silently 
agrees or cannot agree.

• Let each person describe their “organizing 
principle” for 2 minutes each.

• Work as a team to name each “group”

• Agree as a group on where “disagreements 
go.”

• Take the key questions by group.  Are the 
answers easy to find?



• Compile a list of church website that your 
team likes and finds easy to navigate.

• Review them as a team and ask what would 
work for your church.

• Build the content map of pages.

https://www.sitebuilderreport.com/inspiration/church-websites

https://www.sitebuilderreport.com/inspiration/church-websites


Built with 

with Squarespace

using the 

Anya template.

https://cccog.com/
https://www.sitebuilderreport.com/try/squarespace?l=AD_church-websites
https://www.sitebuilderreport.com/try/squarespace?l=AD_church-websites


Built with 

Wordpress using 

the Maranatha

template.

https://sonshipbayridge.church/
https://churchthemes.com/themes/maranatha/?l=AD_church-websites
https://churchthemes.com/themes/maranatha/?l=AD_church-websites


Built with 

Wordpress using 

the Saved template.

https://churchthemes.com/themes/saved/?l=AD_church-websites
https://churchthemes.com/themes/saved/?l=AD_church-websites


Built with Weebly.



Welcome Home Meet First 
Church

Worship Grow Serve My First Church

 Friendly welcome
 What to expect
 Prayer Request
 Sermon example or 

church 
walkthrough

 Hi Neighbor 
 Our Story
 Why We Are Here
 What We Believe
 Meet Our 

Community
/Family (FUTURE –
VIDEO)

 Join Us

 8:15 
Traditional

 10:30 
Traditional

 10:45am 
Contemporary 

 Sermons

 Children
o Portfolio of all 

activities (Sunday 
School, VBS, etc.)

 Youth
o Portfolio of all 

activities (Sunday 
School, Confirmation, 
Youth Group, etc.)

 Adult
o Portfolio of all 

activities for adults 
(Sunday School, 
Weekly Studies and 
Small Groups, 
Women’s Groups, 
Men’s Groups, etc.)

 Get Involved (Inside 
the church)

 Caring for our 
Community

 Serving our World

 calendar of events
 help wanted / 

volunteer boards
 newsletter
 Blog
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 Prayer Request
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Directions

 Hi Neighbor 
 Our Story
 Why We Are Here
 What We Believe
 Meet Our 
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 10:30 
Traditional
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Slider Functionality?

Contact Forms

Host Videos (and maybe 
internal sermon library?)Connection to 

Google Maps?

Newsletter/ 
Email 
capability?Photo 

portfolio with 
descriptions?

Easy to 
Update 
Calendar

Blog

Members 
only section?
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• 3 Major Providers but there are others including ones specifically 
designed for churches.

Wix SquareSpaceWeebly
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• PROS
• A simple drag/drop editor with 500+ 

design options (including video 
backgrounds)

• Very user friendly

• Comprehensive support tools and how-
to videos

• Wix's patented Artificial Design 
Intelligence (ADI), which prompts users 
through a series of questions.

• CONS
• Does not allow users to change a 

template once the site is published. 

• Only two-level navigation.
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https://www.wix.com/website/templates/?criteria=church

https://www.wix.com/website/templates/?criteria=church


• PROS
• Simple templated drag/drop builder.

• Many stylish design themes. 

• More navigational flexibility to support a deeper, 
larger site. 

• Provides guides to help churches with Search 
Engine Optimization.

• Can easily add a members-only area to their site.

• Blogging and marketing tools (social sharing, RSS, 
email campaigns) are more enhanced than Wix's.

• CONS
• Lacks the cool guided AI design of Wix.

• If a Weebly site crashes during an update, 
restoring it to the last live backup requires 
contacting their support department.

©
 2

0
2

0
 B

ro
ke

n
Sh

ee
p

 L
LC

.  
A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
.



• PROS
• Best for  stunning image-heavy online portfolio or 

brochure websites. 

• Best suited for churches using an experienced web 
designer.

• CONS
• Building a site here is more technical and less 

intuitive than the drag/drop builds of Wix and 
Weebly. 

• Squarespace is so customizable that the options 
may be overwhelming to some
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• Create a short domain that is easy to remember.
• wapakfirst,.org vs. wapakonetafirstumc.org

• hopecity.org vs. hopecitycommunitychurch.org

• Avoid abbreviations if possible
• wfumc.org may be shorter but it can be harder for new people to 

remember.

• Try to own the .com, the .org and the .church domains

• Keep it to two or three words.



• If you choose Wordpress, you will need to find a hosting service 
like Bluehost or GoDaddy to host your site.  They can also register 
your URL.

• This may cost between$5 and $12 per month. 

https://buildfire.com/church-website/



• Create a rough sketch 
of every page on the 
website.

• Look at other websites 
for ideas.

• Keep them simple and 
post them on a single 
wall.

• Try asking key 
questions and then see 
if you can easily find 
an answer to it.



• Search for “best 2020 church websites Wix” and 
find our what templates they used.

• Search for templates with your technology choice 
that look close to your wireframe or adapt your 
wireframe to look like it.

• For Wordpress, try looking on design websites like 
https://themeforest.net/category/wordpress

https://themeforest.net/category/wordpress


• Define what is needed for each page (copy, pictures, etc.)

• Assign an owner for each page and ask them for:
• Title

• Body Copy (and suggested length)

• Pictures

• Collect everyone’s input and have ONE EDITOR put it is a 
consistent tone and appropriate length.

• Edit copy to reflect key words of what people will search on.
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CONTENT 
for ministry 
areas and 
activities.



• WHO:  Who is this for?

• WHAT: What is the event, activity, etc.?

• WHEN: What is the date and time of the event?

• WHERE: Where will it be located?  Be specific.  Do not assume they 

know the location.

• HOW: How do they sign up/participate/engage? Also explain how they 

need to prepare, purchase, wear, etc. to make sure they feel prepared.

• WHY: Answer the question of WHY people should sign up or engage. 

Do not assume they know the answer.



• WHO:  Dartball is open to everyone (inside or outside the church) who want to play 
dartball

• WHAT: Dartball is a game in which darts are thrown at a large wooden board that 
resembles a baseball field with colored areas which denote bases. Dartball uses baseball-
like rules and scoring.  First Church is part of a regional church league that plays once a 
week from October to April with a league championship at the end.

• WHEN: Practice on Tuesdays and play games on Thursday against different churches 
in the area

• WHERE: Practices in Fellowship Hall at First United Methodist Church of Wapakoneta, 
504 Glynwood Road, Wapakoneta, OH 45895.  Games according to schedule

• HOW: Please send an email to Jim Bowersock (j_jbowersock@bright.net) or just show 
up at a practice or game

• WHY: Anyone can play and it is a great time to meet and fellowship with one 
another. We won the league championship the first year (completely by accident) and 
we have been terrible ever since so ALL ARE WELCOME to play.

mailto:j_jbowersock@bright.net


Dartball Example:

• All are welcome to join the Dartball
team. We practice on Tuesdays and 
play games on Thursdays against 
different churches in the area from 
October until April each year. Get to 
know people while having a few laughs.

• Please contact Jim Bowersock
(j_jbowersock@bright.net) for more 
information.



• Create a longer form description under 250-
300 words to explain the different 
activities.

• This serves as fodder of a single editors to 
be able to build the pages.

• Also ask leaders of the activities to provide 
pictures as appropriate (and that you have 
signed photo releases for it.)



There are tons of 
videos to show you 
how to build your 
site, install a plug-in 
or configure a 
widget in 
Wordpress.  



• On the front page
• Service Times (as one of the first things you see)

• Address of the Church (make it highly visible)

• Directions or Connection to Google Maps (on front page and on contact us)

• Phone number to call for questions.

• Easy to find:
• About Us or some introduction to the church and what you stand for.

• What to Expect on a Sunday AM

• What You Believe



• Be Brief – you have 5 to 8 seconds to capture someone’s attention.

• Keep it simple – you have to maintain this site.

• Must be mobile – 60%+ will use smartphones to find you.

• Keep content current – Nothing is worse than showing up late 
because it is summer worship hours.

• Cross-link pages – It helps people get around the site.

• Always keep improving – The first design will never work.



’
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